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Dear  Sir, 


Quebec,  August  30  1917. 


of  ml  &  '"^  ^Ti  A''®  '^""'"^  F^nch  Edition 
oi  my  book  .    England,  Canada  and  the  Great  Wn^' 

Pe«,  by  nuTero^  le1te«  Zdt^'^'i^A'"'^'^'^ 

-orwi„-th^fi;i"(^°jj^,rr„*£s  a 

DomiLn    Many  o    ?h JTI°  f"^  ^^  °^«'  *he 
b«,.^a.d  insi^d  uU^-yTuU-nran-^K'lJgSi: 

«  EngiiiMf?™^^  U't^i  V  »*..!  for 
lo«  In  ™  mSl",        ™  ""  "■'■  "'  "y  'i™"""' 

for  th.  OTbEfSrf  ™     "*  ""'"'^  ■*■' 
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I  would  undertake  to  trnnslade  the  book  and 
have  the  Englidh  Edition  issued  by  the  end  of  No- 
vember, considering  it  important  to  circulate  the 
volumes  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  promote 
good  will  and  harmony  between  the  two  principal 
races  of  this  great  Dominion. 

I  would  be  thankful  to  you  if  you  could  spare 
a  few  minutes  to  read  the  enclosed  Preface  of  the 
suggested  English  Edition.  I  would  indeed  be  verv 
much  pleased  to  know  that  the  views  and  senti- 
ments therein  expressed  meet  with  your  hearty  and 
cordial  approval. 

Please  believe  me, 


Please  address  answer  at : — 

Apartment  House, 

No.  144  Grtnde  A116e, 
Quebec. 
P.Q. 


JfnKland.  Canada  and  the  Gr«it  War 

PREFACh 

crucial  ordeal  of  the  greatTrfst  w^iT  'n  T""  •''™'"<''  «»■* 
fn.e.  jointly  with  thL  of  ,h,  ^  ','',"""•'"*'•"  d"" 
-der  the  strain.  th„e  year  'a  J  bv  T''  '"""""^  "•'' 
lenge  of  Germany  to  hun,«„  "*°v''y . «'"   outrageous   chal- 

Purpose  of  universa/l^ Iri'hTrs  f^n'  '''  r"™""' 
unbounded  duty.  Concious  of  h."  .      ""*'  "■"«'  '°  h" 

realized  that  the  consti  ut  on.N  iL'"""'  /*■"'•  ''''  «  ""Ce 
tHe  frees.  Empire  of  IlltiTs  u'TdTo;  L  "'  ^"^  ^"*.''^«'  '" 
exercised  than  for  the  defence  of  th,  ^""'"  P''«"«i"lly 
ted  m  a  gigantic  effort  England    F^an  /I**  ^^'"^  ""'" 

receive  the  suppo.t  of  Italy    Bv>  '""•  '°°"  '° 

enthusiastic  decisio.,  she  rail!  J^  .  ""  *'™'»t  unanimous  and 

the  Dependencies  o  theVmS  ;:,.' 'if*/  """"''  -'''^•'  «" 
nents.  Never  a  mor^  i„=  gathered  from  the  five  conti- 

allegiance  to  a  C™  nT'"''  "™^  "^  ^"^^  -Ejects.  o"i  ^ 
Through  theTry  ng  dr;^:?::""^,^'  '"  "-^  '^''''=  «"'<' 
war  which  ever  sadden^  ,  fe  ^Tthe  .'""  "'  '''  '"""'' 
has  nobly,  gloriously,  done  her  dutv  I  ?"u ""'  ^"'"''' 
sands  of  her  devoted  sons  hav.  K  j  ^''.^'^^  ^""'''^'^  thou- 
hattle  of  Liberty,  of  Rirorr«^,«''«.'>e  front  t    Sght  the 

them  have  heroically  givln  their  P"''^"'""-     thousands  of 
'-»ewhich.iffi„a,^?.^-;^----.triurn^ 
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protperity,  human  hippincw  and  undying  glory,  the  dntiniet 
of  many  generation!. 

The  struggle  ii  not  over.  The  battle  ia  not  yet  won. 
Victory  it  in  tight  but  unfortunately  still  so  far  distant,  that 
it  ia  still  calling  forth  the  undaunted  exertions  of  all  those  who 
have  pledged  their  faith  to  rescue  the  world  from  the  cruel 
thraldom  of  german  militarism. 

Last  year,  at  the  critical  period  which  culminated  in  the 
undecided  military  operations  which,  though  rendered  illustrious 
by  the  glorious  defence  of  Verdun,  and  made  it  plain  to  the 
Allies  that  success  would  only  be  the  reward  of  a  much  more 
prolonged  effort  of  untold  sacrifices  yet  to  be  borne,  I  under 
took  to  write  the  book  entitled  in  french  :  "L'Anglttent,  k 
Canada  et  la  Grande  Cuerre." 

Several  of  the  most  influential  and  widely  circulated 
News-papers  of  Montreal,  Toronto  and  Quebec,  have  kindly 
published  highly  appreciative  Reviews  of  the  French  Edition 
of  my  book,  concluding  with  the  request  of  the  publication 
of  an  English  Edition,  which  they  affirmed  would  be  conducive 
to  the  public  good.  I  have  received  many  letters  and  verbal  de- 
mands to  the  same  purpose. 

I  considered  that  it  was  my  duty  to  answer  to  a  call  dai- 
ly becoming  more  pressing. 

I  now  offer  to  the  English  reading  public  a  translated 
edition  of  my  work,  with  the  title  "England,  Canada  and  ibe 
Great  War. 

A  few  words  explaining  the  reasons  that  prompted  me  to 
write  this  book  will,  I  am  confident,  be  kindly  appreciated 
by  me  readers.  A  close  observer  of  the  daily  impressions 
which  the  events  c'evelopped  by  the  war  were  creating  in  Ca- 
nada, I  felt  more  and  more  deeply  grieved  at  the  persbtent 
and  unpatriotic  efforts  of  the  leaders  of  the  Nationalist  school 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  their  henchmen,  to  sway  my 


ol  the  very  careful  stuHv  nf  .k  "  ""  "*"'* 

riod,  prepared  by  th™^  whoTre.'  ,    V  """  "■  "'"'""'"^  P*" 

"Great  Bri,«i„         7°'''««>nt  of  conquering  the  world." 

utmost  too™!!^"/"  ^"""r  M«rop„l«.  had  done  her 

enr^r^irrtureT'tV"  ""'•""  **"  "'"'''""""  -^'"' 
failed  i^  her  „"we  effort"  ;''/";'"•'"''"«  <>'  P*«ce.  She  had 
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by  the  most  sacred  cause.  All  the  loyal  subjects  of  the  Bri- 
tish Oown  have  applauded  her  decision  to  rush  to  the  defence 
of  invaded  Belgium  and  France,  to  reclaim  their  national  ho- 
nour and  her  own,  and  to  protect  her  Empire  against  the  ger- 
man  armies." 

"With  the  most  inspiring  unanimity  and  admirable  cou- 
rage, all  the  British  Colonies  have  rallied  around  the  flag  of 
their  Sovereign  Metropolis  to  share  the  glory  of  the  triumph 
of  Right  and  Justice.  At  the  very  front  rank,  Canada  has 
nobly  done  her  duty.  Her  decision  was  most  spontaneous  and 
decisive.  She  was  not  deterred  by  fallacious  subtilities,  deduc- 
ted from  pretended  conventions,  out  of  age  and  opportunity, 
to  hinder  her  laudable  and  patriotic  course.  Throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  her  vast  territory,  all  minds  shared  the 
same  view,  all  hearts  were  united  and  beating  with  the  same 
powerful  sentiment." 

"The  decision  of  Canada  to  participate  in  the  present 
war  was  taken  by  the  constitutional  government  of  the  coun- 
try, sanctioned  by  Parliament,  approved  of  by  public  opinion, 
glorified  by  the  hundreds  of  thousand  of  brave  volunteers  who 
courageously  answered  the  call  of  duty. 

"Views  with  which  I  cannot  concur  have  been  expressed 
and  given  full  publicity.  They  challenge  discussion.  It  is  my 
undoubted  right  to  criticize  them." 

"Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  Mr.  Henri  Bou- 
rassa,  in  addition  to  the  daily  publicity  of  his  journal  "te  Deiioir", 
has  dcvelopped,  in  two  principal  pamphlets,  the  theories  of 
his  "Nalionofism".  They  are  respectively  entitled  :  "Que 
devons-nous  4  I' Anglelerre7"  "What  do  we  one  England!"  and  : 
"Hier,  Aujourd'bui,  demain"  "Yesterday,  to-day,    lo-morrow" 

"In  earnestly  searching  out  the  real  causes  of  the  war, 
the  responsibilities  of  the  beUigercnt  nations,  their  respective 
aspirations,  the  duty    imposed  by  the  irresistable  course  of 


posumns  contained  in  those  pamphlets"  "^       """"  '"°' 

''"••AZnh""'"""'"""^"'"'^'-'^^^^^^^ 
A-in^orFn/'ji""""   extraordinary   affirmations    that    the 

^«  cow.  .„.  ..,i,^::\:',t^^z  ^^z!!:  '- 

PositionV^ta  3t'  tCol™  *'"  '"""'^*/"  ''^^  "^ 
arp  wr«„„  J-  .  '  *   °  *°°^e  mentioned  pamohlets 

^^z^i^^^::^^"-  ""^ '"  --'-^^' 

teachings  of  the  pasi  "  "'"^' ™"'*''y  'o  the  true 

rZo    u  ■  "°  ''°"'"  ^'*''  astonishment,  that  Mr  Bo„ 

cZa^.^       "'•  ""'"""•  '''™'"°''"«  «"''  rotten  mtb  mer. 

our   c'::tryit„"oTt\:"th  '"t^^^""^  '"  *>"=  '«'^'-  "f 
eu.ated  toTn^r/  L^^dt  h'^t^  "^  ^^'^  ^  -'" 
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"This  book  written  for  the  express  purpose  of  assisting 
you  to  form  for  yourselves  a  sound  opinion  about  the  terrible 
events  so  rapidly  developing,  was  inspired  by  my  loyalty  to  the 
Empire  whose  faithful  subject  I  glory  to  be,  by  my  devotion 
to  Canada  and  to  my  countrym  n,  by  the  affectionate  recollec- 
tion of  Fra  -ce  I  will  cherish  to  my  last  day. 

'During  the  last  fifty  years,  either  as  a  private  or  as  an 
officer  of  the  Canadian  Militia — my  service  as  such  having 
lasted  nearly  forty  years— as  a  member  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Canada,  1  have  often  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain.  From  my  ear- 
ly youth,  I  had  learned  that  under  the  segis  of  the  British 
Crown,  the  citizen  of  the  Empire  could  be  true  to  his  oath, 
and  enjoy  the  precious  liberty  of  expressing  his  opinion.  But 
I  had  also  soon  realized  that  during  the  lifetime  of  a  Sovereign 
State,  days  of  peril  might  occur.  1  had  easily  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  in  those  trying  moments  the  loyal  duty  could  be 
very  happily  reconciled  with  the  most  sincere  love  of  political 
liberty. 

"In  defending  with  the  most  sincere  conviction  the  sa- 
cred cause  of  the  Allies,  I  am  doing  my  duty  as  a  free  subject 
of  the  British  Empire,  as  a  citizen  of  Canada  and  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  as  a  son  of  France,  as  a  devoted  servant  of 
Justice  and  Right.  I  am  true  to  my  oath." 

I  desire  to  call  the  special  attention  of  my  readers  to  the 
complete  sense  of  the  last  paragraph  just  quoted.  I  most  deci- 
dedly wish  its  meaning  to  be  fully  understood  by  all,  as  I  in- 
tended to  convey  it  to  my  French  Canadian  compatriots.  I 
have  never  concurred  in  the  subtle  distinction  so  often  made 
between  the  several  notions  entertained  by  many  respecting 
their  duty  towards  the  Empire  and  Canada  seperately.  Ha- 
ving witnessed,  for  the  last  fifty  years,  the  admirable  evolu- 


United  Kingdoin  or  tl^^^'T'J^^'''''  """«  '"  ""^ 
Crown,  cannot  b^  «  IXa  to  the'  F'^'""'™"i"  °'  »•■* 
disloyal  to  any  of  its  comLnT/  """"^  "  '"8^  «nd 

the  Panicula/It  ^n  o7trs"anhe;e°r"  T""'  '°^»'  *° 
the  same  disloyal  to  the  eI,T\  u  ?*,  "  '"""^  and  at 
the  duties  of  lo^a  »;  if  it  coTd  be^"  W  '"'"  ""'*P*'°"  °f 
hout  the  Empire,  w^l  un;lted,vi:  .'r""'""^  »''""«- 
lution  and  complete  destrurtfr  ?  ^-  ?  '°  "'  "P'''  ^isso- 
with  exclusive  and  ^an  L?"T'  '"^'''^  ^'""^  "^^ee 
or  religious  preju.Hc^Zd'an^r'"'^'"'  "-"'  ''^^^  -■"' 

'ette7d:dt:ti'™:h:VLrE^^^^^  cIosi„,  p„ag.aph  of  ., 

«  a  citizen  of  cinada;  third  as  adtiz^lf  """''=  ^™"^- 
of  Quebec.  And  then  ukinl  „fd  f^  °*"  ^'"^'""^^ 

man  towards  his  an^l'^Tne^VS:  ^t'"  V -"^ 
cruel  circumstances  of  the  case   I  «lL  ^  ""^^  the 

to  defend  France  against  he?!)  A  "'"'"'"  '*  '^  "y  duty 
Sing  the  vision  o'f  ^^ot  S  Zl^l  '""^  ^"'"■ 
bound  to  defend  the  cause  of  thlTir  I  '  '^^  *''*t  I  am 
a  loyal  servant  of  J^sZLd  Ri^hl'"'  ""  ""^'"^  "'"  '  am 

loyaltyTlVcTulrtrBrS^^^  E  "™^  rT"  "^^^^  "^ 
A.hes.  of  liberty  and^^^ST-SrC^;g 
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will  persuade  my  readers  that  this  book  was  written  with  the 
most  sincere  and  patriotic  desire  to  help  rallying  my  French 
Canadian  compatriots  to  the  defence  of  the  British,  French 
and  Canadian  Flags,  which  must  together  emerge  triumphant 
from  the  gigantir  fight  against  the  most  threatening  wave  of 
barbarism  the  world  has  ever  had  to  contend  with  at  the 
cost  of  so  great  and  heroic  sacrifices. 

When  the  first  French  Edition  of  this  book  was  issued, 
in  January  last,  matters  respecting  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  had  not  yet  required  the  serious  consideration  by  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country  of  the  question  of  conscription  to  .nain- 
tain  to  their  proper  efficiency  the  Canadian  divisions  on  the 
firing  line.  Consequently,  I  was  not  then  called  upon  to  con- 
sider that  most  important  subject.  When  I  had  to  decide  about 
publishing  a  second  French  Edition — the  first  being  entirely 
exhausted — I  at  first  thought  of  adding  to  my  work  a  few 
chapters  respecting  the  most  notable  events  developed  by 
the  gigantic  struggle  shaking  the  world  to  its  very  basic  foun- 
dation. Foremost  amongst  them  were  the  Russian  sudden 
Revolution,  the  solemn  entrance  of  the  United  States  into 
the  great  fight,  the  imperious  necessity  of  the  military  effort 
of  the  Allies  far  beyond  that  which  had  been  foreseen,  in  order 
to  achieve  the  final  victory  which  will  be  the  only  adguate 
reward  of  their  undaunted  determination  not  to  sheathe  the 
sword  before  Germany  will  agree  to  restore  peace  upon  the 
only  possible  conditions  which  will  efficiently  protect  humanity 
from  any  other  attempt  at  brutal  universal  domination.  The 
question  of  conscription  in  Canada  was  the  natural  outcome 
of  the  progress  of  the  deadly  combat  between  civilization  and 
barbarism,  constitutional  freedom  and  despotism,  democra- 
tic institutions  and  autocracy. 

I  soon  realized  that  I  could  not  properly  do  justice  to  so 
grave  subjects  in  a  few  pages  added  to  my  first  book.  After 
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mature  consideration.  I  consiHi>r»f  ;»  -,..       '  j 

my  English   speaCgrumtn,;:     "'"''"■""'"  '  """^   " 

I  thinkTr'  ■^w'"""  "•'  P"'''««»"  of  the  second  volume 
think  It  s  my  duty  to  express  now  my  views   in  a  ^,ZZ 

Instead  of  a  steadt    ,rf      ^o^'  of  this  most  noble  ambition. 

for  the  last  fift'  """"  '"  *''"  "^f"*  '^''^"ion.  he  has, 

last  fifty  years,  experienced  a  most  dangerous  sei 
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bwk  by  the  predominating  influence  of  german  militarism, 
developed  and  mastered  by  tlie  most  autocratic  power  to 
the  point  of  threatening  the  liberties  of  the  whole  world. 

Need  I  say  that,  as  a  purely  philosophical  question  of 
principle,  I  most  sincerily  deplore  that  the  political  state  of 
the  world  has  been  and  is  such  that  national  safety  cannot 
be,  in  too  many  cases,  properly  assured  without  the  law  of  the 
land  calling  upon  the  manhood  of  a  country  to  make  the  sa- 
crifice of  part  ofthe  best  years  of  enthusiastic  youth,  and  requi- 
ring from  the  nation,  as  a  collective  body,  the  expenditure, 
to  an  untold  amount,  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  of  the  accu- 
mulated savings  of  hard  work  and  intelligent  thrift. 

Fortunately,  the  two  continents  of  America,  so  abon- 
dantly  blessed  by  Providence,  had,  until  the  present  war,  been 
able  to  pursue  their  prosperous  and  dignified  course  free  from 
the  entanglements  of  European  Militarism. 

Even  England,  in  all  the  majesty  of  her  imperial  power, 
her  flag  gloriously  waving  over  so  many  millions  of  free  men, 
protected  as  she  was  by  the  waves  which  she  ruled  with  gran- 
deur and  grace,  had  succeeded  in  avoiding  the  curse  of  conti- 
nental conscriptionism. 

Between  permanent  conscription,  despotically  imposed 
upon  a  nation  under  autocratic  rule,  and  temporary  military 
compulsion  freely  accepted  by  a  noble  people  for  the  very  purpose 
of  saving  humanity  from  military  absolutism,  there  is,  every 
one  must  admit,  a  wide  difference.  I  have  been,  I  am,  and 
will  be,  to  my  last  day,  the  uncompromising  opponent  of  au- 
tocratic conscription,  which  I  consider  as  a  permanent  crime 
against  christian  civilization,  and  the  ready  instrument  of 
barbarous  domination.  To  temporary  compulsion  I  agree, 
as  a  matter  of  patriotic  and  national  duty,  if  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case  are  such  that  without  its  timely  use,  my  coun- 
try which  has  the  first  and  undoubted  right  to  my  most  patrio* 
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tic  devotion,  at  the  cost  of  <ili  i 

for  her  defe-lce.   wouW  W  tt  p^'toT  ""^  '^'V '"y  ^''*- 

bleed  her  to  death  to  sw^y  the  worM         ■""""  "'"'"''  """^ 

En,pSVLt;:^^tt-tst^er-«- "-'  '''■'^' 

smg  with  torrent,  nf  kl^  l  j  ^  the  universe  are  pas- 

c.oLationTr.?itif™"  '---  ^'""''"''  ^™-''>' 

-u.5be;Ltn;To  gUtrtheth"'^  t "'"'''  --'^ 

minable  conscriptionism  """*'  "^  ^"^  ""»*  «b<^ 

exhal:^*"s:J;f::^/~'  ™'""*?7  "■"""^  «--  ^as 
tic  effort,  is"  no^a  duty  f^Jr"".  '""'*  °f  "^  P"""" 
temporary  compuuL  ,o  ,1*" 'l?'  "'""r'  *°  "PP^"^""  "' 
of  defeat  at  the  hands  o^'U"""*'^,  '"""  '^'  ''°™" 
has  ever  shaded  the  li.ht  of  the  sT?    '"""    ""-^    '^''''•' 

bravIVt  :s'r"L'w:;tf°"f°l'''""''  "■"■  "^nB-t-hhly 
to  th;  great  task  h^Z^  ^  ""  *™"  y""  "^*  '»•  <"=  "I-al 
patriotism  tUtZn'j-"  c'arZ:r  "f"''"^ 
forgettine  that  tPm^-.„  a™  called  upon  to  make,  never 

frorperlfntltX ri^tio^T  r  'w^  "T  ''"''- 
children  in  years  tHXe  "^        '*""""  *"''  ^'■"''™»'» 

I  ha™ larutr"!?d'\°''"'V'°f*^  "-<'""-- that 
which  wXwelsTalUarnetr^K  ^^V"^""  ""«•  "-^^'o" 
understoo.;  and  ev  nt  .Uy  tuIedT  tt'""%*"'!  ""^  -" 
the  country  once  for  all  delW  rS^f  L^'^Ar"  "''■'"^°' 
nace  of  german  despotism  '  exasperating  me- 
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rience  we  will  have  derived  from  the  pre«nt  great  war.  All 
I  will  add  now  a  that  ever  since  the  early  eighties  of  the  last 
century,  after  many  years  of  voluntary  service  in  the  Cana- 
dian Militia,  I  hid  fully  realized  that  it  is  no  more  pos- 
sible to  make  a  real  soldier  .by  a  few  days  yearly  training, 
for  three  years,  tnan  you  can  make  a  competent  lawyer  of  a 
young  man  studying  law  for  a  fortnight  in  the  course  of  three 
consecutive  years. 

Since  the  federal  Union  of  the  Provinces  we  ha. e  spent 
much  more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars  for  the  training 
of  our  mihtia,  with  the  appalling  result  that  when  came  the 
day  of  getting  ready  for  the  fray,  we  had  not  two  thousand 
men  to  send  at  once  to  the  firing  line.  The  first  thirty  thou- 
sand of  the  brave  men  who  enthusiastically  volunteered  to 
go  to  the  front  had  to  be  trained,  at  Valcartier  and  in  England 
several  months  before  being  sent  to  face  an  enemy  whose 
waves  of  permanent  divisions  of  armed  men  had  overrun,  like 
a  torrent,  Belgium  and  northern  France.  Of  course,  our  boys 
fought  and  died  like  heroes,  but  nevertheless  we  at  last  lear- 
ned, at  our  great  cost,  that  soldiers  no  more  than  lawyers,  doc- 
tors, bankers,  etc.,  can  be  qualified  in  a  day. 

When  the  time  shall  come  to  consider  what  will  be  the 
requirements  of  our  military  organization  after  this  terrible 
struggle  IS  over,  I  hope  none  will  forget  that  war  is  a  great 
science,  an  awful  and  very  difficult  art,  so  that  we  shall  not 
deceive  ourselves  any  longer  by  the  illusion  that  an  army 
can  be  drawn  from  the  earth    in  twenty  four  hours. 

Our  most  efficient  military  commander  cannot  enter- 
tain the  foolish  delusion  of  Pompey,  so  crushingly  beaten  by 
Casar,  at  Pharsalia,  that  he  can  raise  legions  by  striking  the 
ground  with  his  foot. 

If  our  future  national  circumstances  turn  out  to  be  such, 
after  the  restoration  of  peace,  that  we  will  not  be  called  upon 


our  money  th.n  to  squandirit  on  "      T"  "*"""''  '°  "^« 
cannot  produce  ^ili^.^y  XiencT  '  '"'""  *■""" 

tend  to  the  in.^r  ive  /„J'"'"*/r""'°"'  "^  •"«--  «°^t- 
°ne  shirk  his  respoLb  litl  w"  '''I"  ^'  ""  *'°'"-  •-«  no 
fore  the  sacrifices  ^be  p«rio2,M  '"  '^^"^^  '"''•  '"'«"  >«■ 
To  deserve  the  everUstinTZ^'i''"?*™''-"^  "cccpted. 
">"«  secure  to  then,  the  bfessn.f  f  "'"''=""''"''"»■  ^'^ 
renovated  world  freed  fromtt  ^^  Permanent  peace  in  a 
potism.  ^  '™'"  *•>*  tyranny  of  autocratic  des- 

bounded  duty  to  stut  all  the  '      /•        '  '  '""'  "'^'''^"'y 
f  uggle.  unreservedly  abo^L''"''*'"':^'''"''  ^y  the  terrible 
derations,  of  all  radarprldt^  7'""^'  °'  ""  ^'^^  »"»'■ 
true  and  patriotic  «nse  o7  tt       t  T^  """'■  '"  the  only 
y^ars  of  my  active  Xa   He  Tf  •  '""?  »''^  '-^"'y  five 
of  the  Quebec  LegisLture  and  rfT.!  p  T'"'  ""''  "  "'-"'ber 
became  my  lot  afterwards  in  th^^    ","'''"'"""' "^  Canada,  it 
tingly  offered  to  meTaclL      "f""  ,'"'''"°"  "'■'^h  '"  «- 
and  purposes,  for  m  ny^^^  TA^"'"  '""'■  '"  ""  '"«-t, 
"ore  to  judge  ouhli.  ,    "'"  "^   "'"d  more  and 

of  the  pub^]S'"j^:^Z  1^'^  'T  ""^  "-«  °f  view 
derstood  and  patriotic  JlvorTct; ''^  *'"''' P'"^^^"'- -^"  un- 
to a  country  bless^  wll  V  "'^  !^  "°t  productive  of  good 
course  of  7 p^^l'' ZlX^'T  ^ut  certainly  in'the 
cnobled  by  rLdCwjri'ir;"'^  '"'"""'  ""'''"'''  "fc 
hooves  every  onel  Z  ^  ^''^'  *""^'  °«"  '^hen  it  be- 
ho«cver  impLant  tlrrnlThrtVr"  t"  T'''"'^-on.. 
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principle  lo  true,  lo  imperative,  than  the  day  when  the  world 
was  to  audaciously  challenged  by  Germany  to  the  deadly  con- 
flict still  raging  with  undiminished  fury. 

That  most  Important  question  of  military  obligatory  ser- 
vice, brought  up  by  the  pressure  of  the  imperious  necessities 
of  military  operations,  lengthening  and  intensifying  to  unfo- 
reseen proportions,  was  for  many  weeks  considered  by  Par- 
liament. Surely,  no  one  for  a  single  moment  entertained  the 
idea  that,  however  desirable  and  Imperative  it  was  for  the 
representatives  of  the  people  tn  be  of  only  one  mind  so  far  as 
the  prosecution  of  Canada's-  share  In  the  war  was  concerned, 
constant  unanimity  of  opinion  was  possible  respecting  the 
various  measures  to  be  adopted  to  (hat  end.  Parliament  sit- 
ting in  the  performance  of  its  constitutional  functions,  with  all 
its  undoubted  privileges,  could  not  be  expected  not  to  exercise 
its  right  to  debate  all  the  matters  constitutionally  proposed 
for  its  concurrence  and  s;  voval.  I  must  certainly  und  wisely 
refrain  from  any  comment  whatsoever  upon  the  lengthy  dis- 
cussion of  the  Militsrv  Service  Act  in  both  Houses  in  Ottawa. 
Having  received  the  Royal  Assent,  the  Bill  is  now  the  law  of 
the  land.  All  will  patriotically  rejoice  to  see  that  without 
waving  their  right  to  pronounce  upon  the  responsibilities, 
the  deeds  and  the  views  of  those  who  will  shortly  sollicit  their 
constitutional  confidence  and  their  Votes,  the  free  citizens  of 
Canada  will  cheerfully  accept  the  new  sacrifices  imposed  by 
the  obligation  of  carrying  the  war  to  a  successful  issue,  praying 
to  God  to  bless  their  patriotic  efforts,  and  even  with  the  true 
Christian  spirit,  to  forgive  guilty  Germany  if  she  will  only 
repent  for  her  crimes  and  agree  to  repair  a  reasonable  part 
of  the  immense  damages  sh^  has  wrought  upon  trodden  and 
martyred  nations. 

I  hope, — and  most  ardently  wish — that  all  my  readers 
will  agree  with  me  that  next  to  the  necessity  of  winning  the 
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promoting  fcy  all  l.wfulm,.„.l!  «»"'«fy-range  tliit  of 

their  religiou.  Jh    thdrX,    T  ^  ■'*""'  "''•'    ""'g'''. 
ting  with  thei,  deToiion    oan.d.      "''"■"°"'  ""•  ""«'■=• 

they  w.„t  to  firmly  help  to  u^H  w^t^,        '  ""'  "'"'"^ 
that  more  and  more  thev  3lh,  T  "'""«  """''"'<* 

of  Freedom  JusticerctiLItl'lndVX"''''"'^''  ""^-'^ 
of  wh.tYcoSt"o.L""'  """"T.'  "^  P'°f<""«'  «>"victio„ 

sS^dthTdi'-r  -^  ^-"  -CtS  t;!' 
../d  t^-t:j\^t- rts::ttaTK:r  tr 

'oy.uTl,e'.:f  7,^*  "f  ':"'''\C.n.dian  compatriot,  .„ 

:""atfSa^F~-- 
":-rt:fe''^--^^^^^ 

""  "ui  lau  to  take  into  account  that  likr  .l[  „.l  ■       . 


^^^■M 

^^1 
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will  who,  1  have  no  doubt,  compriM  the  milliofu  of 
hen  of  the  glorioiu  dettiny  of  our  country. 

May  1  be  illowed  to  conclude  by  riying  that 

well 

my 

wii- 
moft 

ean  t  desire  ii  to  do  all  in  my  power,  in  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  t^  t  army  of  free  men,  to  reach  the  goal  which  ought 
to  be  the  meet  penevering  and  patriotic  ambition  of  loyal 
Canadian!  of  all  origina  and  creedi. 

And  I  repeat,  wishing  my  words  to  be  reechoed  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  I  so  heartily  cherish:-  1 
have  always  been,  I  am  and  will  ever  be,  to  my  last  breath, 
true  to  my  oath  of  allegiance  to  my  Sovereign  and  to  my  coun- 
try. 


L.  G.  DESJARDINS. 


